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FilmmakersRonMannand Charles Officer took home two awards and $50,000
betweenthemthisweekat the Premier’s Awards forExcellenceinthe ArtsinToronto.

Mann (Grass, Comic Book Confidential) wonthe province's prize for bestindividual
artist, whichcomeswith $35,000. He was most excited however thatitalsolet him
nominate therecipient forthe emerging artist, which along with the remaining
$15,000went toOfficer.

“He’sareal force and willbe recognized as anew generation of flmmakingin Canada”,
Manntells Playback Daily. Officer's first feature Nurse.Fighter.Boy premiered at TIFF
in2008. Heis currently workingon adoc for the NFB about sprinterHarry Jerome.

What willManndo with his cashprize? He's going to Disneyworld -- per hisdaughter’s
request.

The veterandocumentariansayshe felthonoredtobe recognizedamong the other
nominees, who hail fromall aspects of the artsincluding music, theatre andliterature.
“ltmade me thinkabout how fortunatelamtoliveinaprovince that nourishes the arts
andrecognizesthat the artsnourishusall” he says.

Athirdprize went to the group Toronto Artscape forits urban development work.

The non-profit group creates affordable spaces forartiststowork andlive,andwere
responsible for therecentconversionofatransityardintoanartscentre.

http://www.playbackonline.ca/articles/daily/20090625/mann.html
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